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New York Council for the Humanities Awards $367,000 in 

Major Grant Funds to 23 New York State Organizations

Council Grants Support Innovative Public Humanities Programs around the State
July, 2010, New York, NY – The New York Council for the Humanities has awarded $367,000 in major grant funds to 23 state organizations located in 13 counties across New York State. The awarded grants will be used to support a variety of programs including innovative public dialogues, dynamic interpretive projects and engaging radio programs at venues ranging from performance spaces to museums to local colleges. 

“The Council is deeply committed to supporting projects that encourage public engagement with issues and ideas,” said Executive Director, Sara Ogger. “Particularly in these tough economic times it is crucial that there are arenas for New Yorkers to engage with one another about important topics. The Council’s grant program provides crucial funding for such opportunities in communities large and small across our state.” 

The Council’s major grants are awarded twice a year to not-for-profit organizations in New York State. The grants are intended to provide financial support for public programs that bring humanities scholars and scholarships to a general public audience. 

Some interesting aspects in this group of awardees include:

· Innovative Audience Engagement – projects that employ inventive strategies for audience participation such as the new orientation center at the Weeksville History Center in Brooklyn and the “Ancient Greeks/Modern Lives” program series, which uses poetry, drama, and dialogue to engage library-based audiences. 

· Contemporary Issues in Historical Context – projects that place pressing questions of the day in historical and cultural perspective such as the “Past & Present Dialogue Program” at the Lower East Side Tenement Museum, the “Past Forward Discussion Series” about the legacy of the Depression and the New Deal organized by the Buffalo and Erie County Public Library, and a series of contemporary Anti-Slavery Conventions sponsored by John Brown Lives! In the Adirondacks. 

· Film as a Catalyst for Conversation – programs that use film presentations as a jumping-off point for community conversations such as the “Documentary Perspectives on War and America” series organized by the Children’s Media Project in Poughkeepsie, and film discussions held as part of the Baobab Cultural Center’s “African Diaspora Scholars Series” in Rochester. 
A full list of the awarded grants can be seen below. For a more details visit www.nyhumanities.org. 
EDITORS NOTE: New York Council for the Humanities executives are available for in-studio, interview and photo opportunities upon request. Please call Sara Ogger or Andrew Magini for more information.

###

Background information on the New York Council for the Humanities: 
Founded in 1975 and supported by Federal, State, and private sources, the New York Council for the Humanities helps all New Yorkers lead vibrant intellectual lives by strengthening traditions of cultural literacy, critical inquiry, and civic participation. 

Background Information on the Grant Program: 
The Council awards Major Grants (up to $20,000) and Mini Grants (up to $2,500). Council grants are meant to provide financial support for public programs presented by not-for-profit organizations across New York State that bring humanities scholars and scholarship to a general public audience. Special consideration is given to projects that reach underserved populations; to projects that, without our funding, might not happen; and to organizations that need financial seed money so that they may secure long-term support from other sources. Major Grants are accepted twice a year on September 15 and March 15. Mini Grants are accepted on a rolling basis. For more information visit www.nyhumanities.org/grants 

New York Council for the Humanities

Spring 2010 Major Grant Round

Awarded Projects by Region
Central New York

· Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation “Grand Opening of the Matilda Joslyn Gage Home”
Fayetteville, Onondaga
$9,810 Major Grant

Development and presentation of several walking tours of the house, grounds and surrounding area, that will form the core of the interpretive program for the Gage Center.
Project Director: Sally Roesch Wagner
Phone: (315) 727-8816
Email: director@matildajoslyngage.org
Hudson-Mohawk Region
· Arkell Museum at Canajoharie dba Canajoharie Library and Art Gallery “Drawn to the Same Place: Rufus Grider and Fritz Vogt 1890-1900”
Canajoharie, Montgomery
$20,000 Major Grant

An exhibition and lecture series featuring two 19th century artists who documented the towns and development of the Mohawk valley.
Project Director: Diane Forsberg
Phone: (518) 673-2314 x113
Email: dforsberg@sals.edu
· Corinth Museum “The Social Landscape of an Industrial Community”
Corinth, Saratoga
$9,738 Major Grant

A web site exploring the social landscape of Corinth, New York using photographs from the archive of International Paper's Hudson River Mill.
Project Director: Stephen Cernek
Phone: (978) 436-1250
Email: cernek@myfairpoint.net
· Schenectady County Historical Society “Faces of Schenectady: Portraiture from Schenectady's Past 1700-1750”
Schenectady, Schenectady
$8,000 Major Grant

An exhibition that uses portraiture to explore the history of Schenectady from 1715-1750.
Project Director: Kathryn Weller
Phone: (518) 374-0263
Email: curator@schist.org
· SUNY Albany, Center for Humanities, Arts and TechnoSciences (CHATS) “At the Gateway to Modernism: A Celebration of Henry and William James”
Albany, Albany
$20,000 Major Grant

A cross-disciplinary series of events focused on the legacy of William and Henry James, and their contributions to modernism movement.
Project Director: Mary Valentis
Phone: 

Email: mbvbooks@aol.com
· WAMC Northeast Public Radio “Mixed Ingredients:  Food in History, Literature, Art, and Culture in America”
Albany, Albany
$14,000 Major Grant

A four-hour radio series focused on the intersection between food, history, literature, art and culture in America.
Project Director: Selma Kaplan
Phone: (518) 465-5233 x155
Email: selma@wamc.org
Hudson Valley
· Children's Media Project “Documentary Perspectives on War and America”
Poughkeepsie, Dutchess
$5,865 Major Grant

A film discussion series engaging audiences in Poughkeepsie in a dialogue about the impact of war on community, society, and families.
Project Director: Emily Bennison
Phone: (845) 485-4480
Email: emily@childrensmediaproject.org
Long Island
· Long Island Children's Museum “Saltwater Stories: The History and Culture of Long Island Maritime Traditions”
Garden City, Nassau
$20,000 Major Grant

A three-part series of public programs  focused on the maritime history of Long Island.
Project Director: Dawn Weiss
Phone: (516) 224-5825
Email: dweiss@licm.org
New York City
· Aquila Theatre Company “Ancient Greeks/Modern Lives: Poetry-Drama-Dialogue”
New York City, New York
$20,000 Major Grant

A traveling program of scholar-led readings, discussions, lectures, workshops and staged readings from Greek dramas held at libraries in the Hudson Valley region. 
Project Director: Peter Meineck
Phone: (212) 992-9642
Email: pm57@nyu.edu
· Camera News dba Third World Newsreel “The Unending Korean War in a Post-9/11 World”
New York City, New York
$11,000 Major Grant

A series of free public programs including talks, panels and film screenings exploring the various legacies of the Korean War.
Project Director: JT Takagi
Phone: (212) 947-9277 x16
Email: jt@twn.org
· Center for Traditional Music and Dance “The Sounds of Immigrant New York”
New York City, New York
$15,000 Major Grant

Lectures by ten leading ethnomusicologists about the history and continuity of immigrant music traditions in New York City.
Project Director: Peter Rushefsky
Phone: (212) 571-1555 x36
Email: prushefsky@ctmd.org
· Exit Art “Contemporary Slavery”
New York City, New York
$20,000 Major Grant

Two days of programming exploring issues related to contemporary slavery, human trafficking, and the exploitation of workers.
Project Director: Jeanette Ingberman
Phone: (212) 966-7745 x11
Email: jeanette@exitart.org
· Lower East Side Tenement Museum “Past and Present Dialogue Program: Implementation and Evaluation”
New York City, New York
$19,875 Major Grant

The creation of two new “Past & Present” tenement tours that integrate public dialogue into the traditional guided visit experience.
Project Director: Sarah Pharaon
Phone: (212) 431-0233 x223
Email: spharaon@tenement.org
· Museum of the City of New York “Ain't Nothing Like the Real Thing: The Apollo Theater and American Entertainment”
New York City, New York
$20,000 Major Grant

A traveling museum exhibition created by the Smithsonian Institution chronicling the Apollo Theater’s history and its impact on the Harlem community.
Project Director: Sarah M. Henry
Phone: (212) 534-1672 x3319
Email: shenry@mcny.org
· The New-York Historical Society “Nueva York Exhibition”
New York City, New York
$20,000 Major Grant

An exhibition exploring the role of Latinos and Spanish-speaking countries have played in the four-century history of New York City.
Project Director: Louise Mirrer
Phone: (212) 485-9273
Email: lmirrer@nyhistory.org
· Philoctetes Center for the Multidisciplinary Study of Imagination “Six Roundtable Discussions 2010-2011”
New York City, New York
$14,000 Major Grant

A series of six roundtable discussions on a range of humanities topics.
Project Director: Edward Nersessian
Phone: (646) 422-0544
Email: info@philoctetes.org
· Staten Island Museum dba Staten Island Institute of Arts and Sciences “African-American Entrepreneurs on Staten Island: A Visual & Audio History”
Staten Island, Richmond
$20,000 Major Grant

A pilot project focused on the social history of African- American entrepreneurs during the 20th Century on Staten Island.
Project Director: Diane Matyas
Phone: (718) 483-7107
Email: dmatyas@statenislandmuseum.org
· Weeksville Heritage Center “Weeksville's Orientation Exhibition: Discovery Through Points of Wonder”
Brooklyn, Kings
$20,000 Major Grant

A permanent interactive exhibition that will introduce visitors to everyday African Americans during the 1800s, and draw connections between 19th century and 1960s Weeksville.
Project Director: Lyndsey Beutin
Phone: (718) 756-5250 x311
Email: lyndsey@weeksvillesociety.org
North Country

· John Brown Lives! “Anti-Slavery Conventions in the Adirondacks”
Raquette Lake, Hamilton
$14,500 Major Grant

Three public programs exploring various historic and contemporary issues related to slavery and human trafficking in New York State.
Project Director: Martha Swan
Phone: (518) 962-4781
Email: mswan@capital.net
Western New York
· The Baobab Cultural Center “The 2010-2011 Baobab African Diaspora Scholar Series (BADSS)”
Rochester, Monroe
$19,750 Major Grant

A year long lecture and film discussion series intended to encourage dialogue among members of the Rochester community.
Project Director: Terry Chaka
Phone: (585) 563-2145
Email: baobab.center@yahoo.com
· Buffalo and Erie County Public Library “PastForward Discussion Series: The Legacy of the Depression and New Deal as a Civic Resource for WNY”
Buffalo, Erie
$20,000 Major Grant

A series of three programs exploring the history of Western New York during the Great Depression/New Deal.
Project Director: Anne Conable
Phone: (716) 858-8050
Email: conablea@buffalolib.org
· St. John Fisher College “Panic and Pandemics: The Continuing Influence of George Goler”
Rochester, Monroe
$6,415 Major Grant

A public discussion about the continuing influence of Dr. George Goler, Rochester’s first public health advocate, accompanied by a gallery exhibit about his public health campaigns.
Project Director: Timothy J. Madigan
Phone: (585) 385-5259
Email: tmadigan@rochester.rr.com
· Western New York Public Broadcasting Association “Here We Are Inside... A Radio Series”
Buffalo, Erie
$20,000 Major Grant

An eight-part radio series exploring the architectural history of Buffalo and Western New York.
Project Director: David C. Rotterman
Phone: (716) 845-7000 x254
Email: drotterman@wned.org
