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Together at Home: Tips for Shared Reading and Talking Together 

What’s going to happen? Predictions and questions
When you are given the new book for the next session, both kids and parents can write down one prediction and one or two questions about the book on your notepad or sticky note (you can do this in the car or bus on the way home). When you begin to read, look at your notes. Were you right? Are your questions answered?

Let’s meet: time to talk together

Sometimes it hard to find the time to talk about the book. Set aside a special time to meet and share your responses to the book. Maybe it’s right after dinner, before homework starts. Maybe it’s in the car, on the way to soccer or the store. Try to make it the same time for each book.

Let’s share: what did you think?

Share a funny part, a scary part, a sad part, a confusing part – or just your favorite part – of the book before the Together session. Be sure to bring those parts up in when you meet at the book club! 

Word wizards: look for language

What’s special about the way the author uses language – descriptive language, vivid language, conversations that seem real, language that makes you want to read more or even makes you feel scared to go on? Find examples of really interesting words and mark them with sticky notes or bookmarks. Share them at the book club. 

Be an artist

Make a drawing of your favorite scene or character and bring it to share at the book club. 

Give a “book talk”

Tell someone else in your family, class, or neighborhood about the book you’re reading. A good book talk is like an advertisement. A book talk has some rules:

· Tell something interesting about the book.
· Don’t give away the ending.
· Make it short.
Go online

Get email addresses of other Together participants. Before the next session, email one or two of them (or send a group email) about what you liked/didn’t like about the book. Look up the author online and read reviews of your books by other readers.
Make connections

Find something at home that reminds you of the book (a character, something that happened, the setting, the problem or solution). Maybe it’s a photograph, a newspaper article, another book, a family heirloom, or even food! You can share your personal connection with other Together participants.
Look for new books
Help each other find new books at the library.  Talk about authors you like and ask the librarian for advice.
