Sample Supplemental Activities

The Story of Ruby Bridges: Look at Norman Rockwell’s painting, The Problem We All Live With; compare it with illustrations in the book.

Martin’s Big Words: 

· Big Word brainstorm. What are your big words?  

· Follow-up activity:  What is a “big word” in the book?  What words would you keep on this list?  What words would you add?

· Freedom Collage. Each person selects one picture that shows what freedom means to him or her. In groups of four, use the pictures to make one collage about freedom (15 minutes). While you work, talk about these questions:  What freedoms are important to you?  Are there freedoms you would like to have (or like for other people to have)?  Are the same freedoms important to children and to adults?  Are freedoms universal?  Which ones?  Within their groups, have participants tell each other why they chose their picture.  Choose one group member to present the group's collage once everyone is back in the circle.

Dave at Night: Bring in poems by Langston Hughes (e.g. “I, Too” or “The Negro Speaks of Rivers”).  Talk about the Harlem Renaissance and how African-Americans at that time were establishing their own identity as Americans. 

Sylvester and the Magic Pebble: Steig’s animals are quite human.  Draw yourself as a character in the book.
Skellig: 

· Bring an owl pellet to the group and have everyone look at its contents. Talk about what you find and what owls might be eating.  How does that compare to what Skellig eats?

· Research the Forgotten Hermitage of Skellig Michael in Ireland.  Show a picture of the landscape and talk about why David Almond may have chose the name Skellig.

· Hand out poetry by William Blake, including “The Tyger.”  In small groups, have a strong reader read the poems aloud.  Discuss Blake’s poems and how they reflect Mina’s character. 

Watch the Stars Come Out: 

· Family Coat of Arms. Think about traditions you've gotten from your mother and your father (favorite food, personal characteristic, etc.)  Each participant completes a coat of arms and shares it with the group.  

· Have a child pair up with an adult who is not their parent.  Share stories about how and why their families came to America.

All Titles: 

· Categorize the Book.  Each participant gets a magnet printed with a title of a book we've read and places it on the magnetic board under the category that best describes it: Courage, Freedom, Being American.  

· In pairs, have participants pretend to be the book. Ask: Why should people read you? What is your most important idea?  Which theme fits you best: courage, freedom, or being American?
Many thanks to facilitators from Queens, Oneida, Schenectady, and Kinderhook for sharing their insightful and thought-provoking questions and activities.
