Together—Book Talk for Kids and Parents

Sample Book-based Discussion Questions and Activities

Freedom:
The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter
· Why did the author include Flopsy, Mopsy, and Cottontail in the story?

· Contrast the garden of Mr. McGregor with the woods in which Peter and his family live. 

· We often think of freedom of something positive: being able to do what you want without boundaries or limits. How does freedom involve choice and knowledge? What does freedom mean to Peter?

· Compare and contrast: How does Peter use his freedom? How does Dr. Martin Luther King speak of freedom in Martin’s Big Words?

Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold

· What is a tar beach?  What clues from the text tell us where it is?

· Why did Cassie like lying on the roof?  What does the roof remind her of?

· What is Cassie’s most prized possession?

· Why does Cassie feel a really personal connection to the George Washington Bridge? 
· Cassie flies over the bridge to make it hers. Are there any structures or buildings that you feel connected to? What makes them yours?

· What’s the difference between looking down from a building and looking up at it from the street?  Does it say something about who you are and what you do?

· What does Cassie mean when she says that “anyone can fly.  All you need is somewhere to go that you can’t get to any other way”?  

· What is Cassie trying to tell her brother and the readers?

· What is the theme of the book?

· One of the many themes of this book is freedom.  Who has freedom and in what ways?  Who isn’t free in this book?  [Make sure to discuss the father not being able to join the union.  Why do you think he wasn’t allowed to join the union?  Hint: think about our country’s history.]

· This book talks a lot about imagination and freedom.  Are the two related?  Do they only go together when someone is restricted?

· Illustrations: Look at the cover.  Do you notice anything interesting about the drawing?  [If not, point out the seams.]  If you look at the last few pages of the book you’ll notice that the cover art forms a quilt. [Read the epilogue and discuss.]

The Lion, the Witch, the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis

· Why do you think Mr. Tumnus decides not to betray Lucy (pg. 17)?  

· Why don’t Peter and Susan believe Lucy (pg. 26)? 

· What do you think is so important about the mention of Aslan?  How did the children feel when they first hear his name (pg. 67)? 

· What is the significance of Santa Claus’s arrival? And why do you think he has never been allowed to come?

· Why do you think that C.S. Lewis chose to portray Aslan as a lion?

· On page 131 it says that “Peter did not feel very brave; indeed, he felt he was going to be sick. But that made no difference to what he had to do.” What is Lewis saying about courage?

· What do you think that Aslan and the witch talked about together? Why doesn’t the author tell the reader (pg. 143)?

· Why do you think C.S. Lewis makes the killing of Aslan so violent?

· Do you think that the deal between the witch and Aslan was fair? Do you think it was fair that Aslan came back to life?

· In the final battle Edmund becomes a hero.  What does he do and how does that change him (pg. 178)?

· Why doesn’t Susan want Lucy to tell Edmund about Aslan’s deal (pg. 180)? 

· Why does Aslan leave (pg. 182)? 

· When the children return to the house in England, have they changed? In what ways have they changed and how have they not (pg. 187)? 

· This book talks a lot about magic. Do magic and freedom have anything in common? 

· What is the difference between the witch’s magic and Aslan’s?

· Both Tar Beach and this book talk about what is real and what is not.  Is Narnia real?  Who gets to decide?  Can Cassie fly?  Is what happens in your imagination real?  

· Is Aslan free?  Mr. Beaver calls him wild on page 182.  Is he a wild creature?  

· Were the children free as kings and queens?  How do their nicknames help us to answer that question (pg. 183)? 

· Are the children free to return to Narnia?  

Many thanks to Pilot facilitators from Queens, Oneida, Schenectady, and Kinderhook for sharing their insightful and thought-provoking questions and activities with us.
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