Together—Book Talk for Kids and Parents

Discussion Templates and Questioning Strategies
1. Getting Started With the Discussion: Meet and Greet
Sample introductions (once participants are seated):

· Thanks for joining us tonight. I’m Sally Smith, and I am joining Jane McNamara as your book discussion facilitator. I’m here because I love to talk to both young students and adults about books and ideas, and because I think being able to read critically is so important in a democracy. Jane?

· Would each of you introduce yourself and share why you came to the book discussion?

· As co-facilitators, we thought the theme --------- would be an interesting one to discuss for the first two sessions. We chose two books that we thought might raise some good questions about that theme.

· (Write theme on chart). When Jane thinks about “freedom,” she thinks of being able to work at the job she wants and being able to travel anywhere she wants. When I think of “freedom,” I think about the newspapers and TV shows I watch, and the wide-ranging, uncensored information I can read/see there. As we read the picture book, ---------, think about what “freedom” means to you. (Or elicit participants’ ideas.)

2. Generalized Book-Based Conversation Starters: Focusing on the Book at Hand

Sample initiating questions:  

· When you first saw ---------, what kind of book did you think it would be? What made you think that? What were your feelings?
· Informal KWL: What do you already Know about this topic or theme? What do you Want to know? What do you think you might Learn from this book?

· Did the book meet your expectations?

· Has anything happened in your life that reminds you of the book?

· What idea was the author exploring throughout the book?

· If another character in the book were telling the story, how would it be different?

· Do you agree with how the author sees the world?

· Do you think this book is a good one for talking about the theme (Courage, Freedom, or Being American)?

3. Continuing the Discussion: Additional Questions to Support Comprehension and Analysis

General book-based open-ended questions:

· How does the story make you feel?

· Does the book remind you of another book you’ve read, or a movie you’ve seen?

· What did you hear, see, and smell as you read?

· How does the author reveal the character?

· Were you able to predict the ending of the story?

· If you were the author, would you end the book in a different way?

· What clues did the author give to the ending?

· What will happen next to the characters after the story ends?

· What is the story’s meaning?

· Do you think the title is appropriate to the story?

· Would you read other books by this author?

· What did the author have to know to write this book?

Questions that focus on the elements of the book:

· Who is the main character (also called hero or protagonist)?

· Is there another important character who is the enemy of the hero (the antagonist)?

· The setting of a book (where it takes place) sometimes becomes very important to the story. Does the setting of this book make a difference to how the characters live and act?

· What is the main conflict or problem in the book? Are there other conflicts that involve the main character? 

· How does the author resolve these conflicts? 

Theme-Based Questions
Courage:

· Who are the powerful characters in the story, and what makes them that way?

· Who is the bravest/most courageous character?

· How does the main character change and why?

· What choices did the character have?

· What challenges do the characters encounter?

· How do you think the author would define courage?

· Have your ideas about courage changed? How?

· Can you think of a real person who fits this definition of courage?

Freedom:

· Where else could this story take place?

· Could the setting of this book be a real place but be set in our time period?

· If this story took place today, how would it change? [for historical fiction]

· Can you relate the events in this book to something that is happening today? What?

· What words did the author use to describe the setting?

· How would the author define freedom? What would the main character say if you asked him/her what freedom meant?

· Have your ideas changed about the meaning of freedom? How?

Being American:

· Who else could be in the story?

· Who tells the story? Is this the best person and why?

· What other voices could tell the story?

· If this book took place in our area/town/neighborhood, what would be different? What would be the same?

· Can you relate this book to something that is happening today? To the past history of the U.S.?

· Has your definition of “American” changed?

General theme-based questions:

· Is this theme something that you think about in your own daily life?

· What does/do this/these themes have to do with being American?

· What do they have to do with reading books? 

· How are these themes important to schools or to students?

